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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 Sept. 2:  No School 

 Sept. 3:  Volleyball 

Tryouts begin 

 Sept. 5:  Kona Ice 

at Lunch 

 Sept.8 :  Chicken & 

Pickle-All School 

Fundraiser (5:30-

7:30) 

 Sept. 10:  Founda-

tion and PTSO 

Meeting 

 Sept. 11:  Picture 

Day 

 Sept. 14:  Cross 

Country Meet 

 Sept. 17:  Il Vicino 

Night (E. Douglas) 

 Sept. 19:  Kona Ice 

at lunch 

 Sept. 19:  Cross 

Country Meet 

 Sept. 20:  Official 

Enrollment Count 

Day 

 Sept. 20:  8th 

Grade Band @ East 

 Sept 23:  Volleyball 

at Robinson 

Just a reminder, there is no school 

on Monday, September 2 for Labor 

Day.  We hope everyone has a great 

long weekend!   

 

Picture Day is 

Coming on 

September 11.  

Order online 

at inter-

state.com/FlyerEntry/39012PF  

 

Students will be checking their 

grades and community service hours 

completed and turned in each 

Monday in CHARGE time.  They will 

make a list of any assignments 

missing, so they can get everything 

turned in.  If they would like to work 

on any assignments they can come 

to ZAP on Tuesday and Thursday in 

room 217.  If a student has a D or 

and F in any class they will be 

required to come to ZAP until the 

grade is brought up.  ZAP is available 

to ANY PIB student who would like  to 

come in at lunch and recess on 

Tuesday and Thursday for additional 

worktime for any class.  Students 

can get a pass from any teacher 

BEFORE 6th hour 

and MUST have 

their ID. Computers 

are available for 

students to use 

during this time.  

 

Did you complete any community 

service hours this summer?  Make 

sure you write your reflection and 

turn in your community service forms 

to your CHARGE Teacher.  If you 

have any questions please see Ms. 

Mandelbaum (6th Grade) and Ms. 

Rowley (7th and 8th Grade).  Log 

sheets are available on our team 

page on the Robinson Website.   

Sixth Graders need to complete 15 

hours, Seventh Graders 20 hours, 

and Eighth Graders 25 hours. Half 

of the hours are due to their 

CHARGE teacher by Friday, 

December 6.  If the hours are not 

completed Social Studies grades 

will be lowered 10%. 

 

Please make sure you are checking 

Parent/Student Vue for the most 

up to date grades.  Thank you for 

your support!  Please contact us if 

you have any questions or 

concerns.   

https://inter-state.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86bf98013aa8c9ab0f4f283a9&id=50ea7a0efc&e=d8d27c5905
https://inter-state.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=86bf98013aa8c9ab0f4f283a9&id=50ea7a0efc&e=d8d27c5905
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Volunteers Needed 

Know of a 
Community  

Service 
Opportunity?   

Email Denise Van Horn at 

dvanhorn@usd259.net to 

include on this page.   

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your CHARGE Teacher. 

Check google classroom for the number 

of hours you have turned in. 
Students can join Google Classroom  

1. Sign into the portal (https://portal.usd259.net)  (MUST USE THEIR USD259 account) 

2. Click on Google Classroom 

3. Click on the + in the upper right to join a class 

4. Use the Classroom Code:  ajoks4 

Oktoberfest Run for the Poor 5Kand 1 mile volunteers  

Oktoberfest race is just around the corner! I am needing as 

many volunteers to cover the course intersections as pos-

sible. If you are able to help out, it would be greatly appre-

ciated. This year volunteers will get volunteer shirts. Please 

give me your size and how many people can volunteer at 

an intersection with you. This is such and important role in 

keeping the race route safe for the runners and direct traf-

fic. I will assign you an intersection once you give me the 

okay!  Contact Jenny Jones; (316) 214-5201; 

jonesynks@gmail.com 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
https://portal.usd259.net
mailto:jonesynks@gmail.com
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

By the time you’re reading this we will have taken 

the first test.  The good news is that the next unit 

is quite a bit easier since a lot of it is re-

view.  Thank you for all the parent letters letting 

me know when kids are having problems.  I’m set-

ting up procedures for them to follow when them 

have questions on the homework (Google Class-

room and notes), but it all takes time.  Thank you 

again for all your support! 

This week we will wrap up measurement and prepare 

for our first test.  It is tentatively scheduled for Friday, 

September 6.  Students are allowed to use their notes 

on the test, so please encourage them to review the 

notes nightly to prepare.  I don’t have a formal study 

guide for this test, but if students know their safety 

rules, measurement procedures, and the mathemati-

cal metric conversion process, they will do a fine job.  I 

will check pages 8-11 in their Science Spirals on each 

class’s assigned day. 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Taylor—Math 

We will continue reading, discussing, writing, and 

learning grammar as it relates to the various ex-

cerpts in the Childhood Unit of our Pearson text-

book. 

The classes will be comparing a hunting and gath-

ering lifestyle to an agricultural lifestyle. We will 

be writing a persuasive essay determining which 

lifestyle had the most benefits. We will learn how 

to complete in text citations. 

During language/grammar time, students are 

working to improve sentence fluency by writing in 

a variety of sentence structures: simple, com-

pound, and complex, with attention to subordinat-

ing and coordinating conjunctions. Be on the look-

out for our new Wordly Wise books, which should 

be here by Tuesday. Next week, we will finishing 

up our analysis of poems by Jacqueline Woodson 

and hope to begin our first novel, Refugee. 

Next week students will finish the unit that has 

equipped them to quickly learn and show compre-

hension to almost fifty commands in Span-

ish.  The focus will then shift to the alphabet and 

correct pronunciation of words.  Dynamic songs 

will make learning seem effortless and fun!  We 

will finish the week with a spelling quiz on Friday. 

The 6th grade students are fenomenal! They’ve 

learned some seriously silly stories and songs and 

this week will be no different. In our short week 

we will learn TWO new silly songs, some tongue 

twisters, and take a spelling quiz on Friday.  

Using the formulas for finding the areas of paral-

lelograms, triangles, and trapezoids, students can 

calculate the area of a variety of a composite pol-

ygon. Students will need to extrapolate the need-

ed information from the data provided in order to 

solve for these areas. Math Practice Focus: Logic 

& Reasoning  



Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Van Horn—Math 

We will begin working on Module 3 Topic 2:  Solving Equations and Inequalities.  This year students are 

asked to complete 25% of the curriculum each nine weeks.  They will have time each week in class to 

work towards this goal.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Tuesday and Thursday at lunch 

in my classroom. 

Students will finish their work with the story 

“Seventh Grade” this week. On Thursday we will 

have a Literary Terms quiz. 

 7th Grade Math 7+:  Math students will test over solving equa-

tions and inequalities toward the middle of next week.  We’ll 

then begin our Multiple Representations unit.  Remember, 

25% of Mathia is due by the end of the quarter!  Students 

hoping to finish this requirement at school can attend ZAP on 

Tuesday and Thursday. 

7th Grade Algebra 1:  Math students have recently completed 

a test over the first topic, and next week, we’ll move on to 

Topic 2: Sequences.  Remember, 25% of Mathia is due by the 

end of the quarter!  Students hoping to finish this require-

ment at school can attend ZAP on Tuesday and Thursday. 

We will begin human geography core concepts, 

what are often called demographics.  Obviously, 

this will be very vocabulary dense and it is im-

portant that students know these words.  
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Seventh Grade PIB 

Spanish class will be busy next week!  There will 

be an "autobús" game on Tuesday to review for 

the vocabulary recognition quiz on Wednesday, 

and towards the end of the week  students will 

learn about the National Spanish Exam that they 

will take in the spring. 

Seventh Grade Science classes are studying elec-

tromagnetism next week, and will have a test on 

Friday, 9/6. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Students have spent the past two years learning 

to express themselves in the present tense.  Next 

week they will actually learn to communicate in 

the future, the imperative and the immediate past 

tenses.  There will be a quiz over these concepts 

on Friday, September 14th. 

Eighth Grade Science classes are studying wave 

physics next week, and will have a test on Friday, 

9/6. 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

Taylor—Math Van Horn—Math 

 Math students have recently completed a test 

over the first topic, and next week, we’ll move on 

to Topic 2: Sequences.  Remember, 25% of Ma-

thia is due by the end of the quarter!  Students 

hoping to finish this requirement at school can 

attend ZAP on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Students will continue with our storytelling unit. 

They will socially draft their stories to prepare to 

tell them to the audience of their choosing. We will 

have a Literary Terms quiz on Thursday.  

Students should be working at home on an essay 

about a  modern (20th century) event in U.S. histo-

ry to compare to the Salem Witch Trials due on 

Friday Sept. 6th.  In class we are working on a set 

of notes about the New England, Middle and 

Southern colonies that will be used on a notes 

quiz for Thursday, Sept. 5th.  

Using the distance formula, students will calculate 

the distance between two points. This will be ap-

plied to finding the coordinates of a missing coor-

dinate of a polygon. Math Practice Focus: Justify & 

Critique.  

We will begin working on Module 1 Topic 2:  Se-

quences.  Students who tear out the topics from 

their books need to have this topic ready on Tues-

day.  This year students are asked to complete 

25% of the curriculum each nine weeks.  They will 

have time each week in class to work towards 

this goal.  If you need additional help, ZAP is avail-

able on Tuesday and Thursday at lunch in my 

classroom. 
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 
 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 
 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Taylor, Mike 
6th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




